ASCC Themes II Subcommittee
Unapproved Minutes
Friday, February 28th, 2025							           2:30PM – 4:00PM
CarmenZoom

Attendees: Cravens-Brown, Gregoire, Hilty, Krok-Schoen, Ottesen, Palazzi, Tuxbury-Gleissner, Vankeerbergen

1) Approval of 01/31/2025 & 02/14/2025 Minutes
· Palazzi, Ottesen, unanimously approved 
· Gregoire, Palazzi, unanimously approved 
2) Scandinavian 3270 (new course requesting GEN Theme: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World) 
· Theme Advisory Group: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World
· The reviewing faculty would like to see the course assignments more thoroughly engage with the Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World ELOs. Specifically, they were unable to identify in the short writing pieces, quizzes, critical summary, and research paper (syllabus pages 3-7) where and how students will engage with the Theme category. 
· The reviewing faculty would like to see, more explicitly, where concepts of citizenship, diversity, and justice will be covered in the course topics. Currently, as laid out in the course calendar (syllabus pages 11-17), the course topics do not clearly indicate how they will engage students in the Theme. The reviewing faculty would like to see some of the information provided within the GEN Theme submission form be woven throughout the syllabus (but especially the course calendar) to better assist in showcasing to students how these course topics will meet the Theme. 
· Declined to Vote 
· Themes Subcommittee
· The reviewing faculty of the Themes Subcommittee concur with the above feedback from their colleagues on the Theme Advisory Group and would like to see the course when it returns with revisions completed to all ELOs of the category. 
· The reviewing faculty would like to invite the course proposer to meet with the Themes Subcommittee (2024-2025 Lisa Cravens-Brown) and Theme Advisory Group (2024-2025 Jessica Krok-Schoen) chairs to discuss how the course may more thoroughly engage the Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World Theme, as they believe this course would be an excellent inclusion within the Theme category. 
· The reviewing faculty ask that the GEN Goals be added to the course syllabus. While they recognize that the ELOs have been included in the course syllabus (page 2), it is a requirement of all GEN courses to have their category’s Goals as well. You may find the Goals and ELOs of all Theme categories on the ASC Curriculum and Assessment Services website. 
· Declined to Vote 
3) Political Science 3620 (new course requesting GEN Theme: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World) 
· Theme Advisory Group: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World
· The reviewing faculty recommend providing information from the GEN Theme submission form within the course syllabus, as this would be helpful information for students to see how they will meet the GEN Theme ELOs. 
· Approved with one recommendation (in italics above) 
· Themes Subcommittee
· The Subcommittee would like to see more information in the course syllabus surrounding how Theme ELO 2.2 will be met. Currently, it is unclear to them (and, therefore, to students) how the students will satisfy this ELO requirement. 
· The Subcommittee asks that the course more thoroughly weave elements of the Theme (citizenship, diversity, and justice) into the course syllabus, especially the course topics and assignments. This will allow students to more thoroughly and explicitly engage with the Theme category. 
· Ottesen, Tuxbury-Gleissner, unanimously approved with two contingencies (in bold above) 
4) History 3216
· Theme Advisory Group: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World
· The reviewing faculty would like to recommend that the course proposer consider expanding the definition of citizenship to other groups (ethnic, racial, gender, etc.) during the development of the Mediterranean world. 
· Approved with one recommendation (in italics above) 
· Themes Subcommittee
· The reviewing faculty would like to see additional information woven throughout the course syllabus (topics, assignments, etc.) surrounding how the course will engage topics of diversity and justice. While they believe the citizenship aspect of the Theme is explicit, they were less clear on how the course will engage students on topics of diversity and justice. 
· The reviewing faculty recommend that the course syllabus utilize the most up-to-date Diversity statement (syllabus page 21). The most up-to-date statement can be found on the ASC Curriculum and Assessment Services website. 
· Palazzi, Gregoire, unanimously approved with one contingency (in bold above) and one recommendation (in italics above) 
5) Discussion of Comparative Studies 4597.02 Revision
· The Themes II Subcommittee received a request from the Department of Comparative Studies to reconsider their ask of concurrence regarding Comparative Studies 4597.02, as the course instructor does not believe that course material will always overlap with content from the Department of African American and African Studies (AAAS). After discussion, the reviewing faculty reaffirm their ask of concurrence and would like to see concurrence asked from AAAS to consider the revisions completed. 
